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Project Lead the Way (PLTW) Biomedical Sciences 

The aging population coupled with the lack of postsecondary education poses a particular challenge for 

healthcare industries within the rural southwest region.  Healthcare employment within the region is expected 

to increase by 14% by 2014.  without a pipeline which adequately exposes and prepares district high school 

students for successful attainment of post-secondary healthcare credentials, a shortage of skills healthcare 

workers within the region is inevitable. 
 

The PLTW Biomedical Sciences Program is a sequence of courses which allows for hands-on, real world, 

problem-solving approach to learning.  Students explore the concept of human medicine and are introduced to 

bioinformatics, including mapping and analyzing DNA.  Through activities, like dissecting a hear, students 

examine the processes, structure, and interactions of the human body—often playing the role of biomedical 

professionals to solve mysteries.  Think CSI meets ER!  They also explore the prevention, diagnosis, and 

treatment of diseases working collaboratively to investigate and design innovative solutions for the heath  

challenges of the 21st century such as fighting cancer with nanotechnology. 

Symposium Agenda 

5:30-6:00 Dinner 

6:00-6:30 Why Biomedical Sciences 

~Martha McCabe, Wisconsin Area Health Education Centers 

6:30-7:00 Project Lead the Way (PLTW) Biomedical Science Overview 

~Andy Banasik, Principal, Prairie du Chien High School 

7:00-7:15 Break 

7:15-8:00 Health Sciences Panel Discussion 

8:00-8:30 Where do we go from here? 

 

Presenting Sponsors:  Southwest Tech, CESA #3, and the Platteville School District 

Registration Form 
-Registration is open to all 7-12 educators- 

 

Name _____________________________________  Title ______________________________________ 
 

School District _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address ___________________________________________  City ______________________________ 
 

State _________________  Zip ___________________Phone Number ___________________________ 
 

Email Address _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Registration deadline is September 26, 2011.  Please send registrations to Nicole Waterman at Southwest Tech, 1800 Bronson Blvd.,  

Fennimore, WI 53809; email the above information to nwaterman@swtc.edu; or call (608) 822-2370. 
 

For questions or more information, please contact 

¶ Greg Quam, Platteville High School, (608) 342-4024 

¶ Julie Pluemer, Southwest Tech, (608) 822-2369 

¶ Mary Johannesen, CESA #3, (608) 822-2376, Ext. 215 
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